Complete Streets: draft policy for the Town of Kirkland, NY


WHEREAS, Complete Streets are defined as roadways that are safe, convenient and  comfortable for all ages and abilities using any mode of transportation (motor vehicle, public transportation, wheelchair, stroller, foot, bicycle, etc.); and
WHEREAS, the Town of Kirkland is committed to public health and improving the mobility of people, regardless of age and status, to engage in desired activities throughout the Town; and
WHEREAS, promoting pedestrian, bicycle, and public transportation travel as an alternative to motor vehicle travel reduces negative environmental effects, promotes healthful living, and is less costly to the commuter; and
WHEREAS, the full integration of all modes of travel in the design of streets will increase the capacity and efficiency of the road network; and
WHEREAS, many studies show that when roads are better designed for bicycling, walking, and transit use, more people participate in those activities, and Complete Streets has been recognized and adopted as policy and law at federal, state, county, town, village, and city levels in the interest of improving safety and accessibility for all users; and
WHEREAS, the design and construction and/or reconstruction of new and existing roads in the Town of Kirkland should anticipate future demand for bicycling, walking, and other alternative transportation; and
WHEREAS, Sustainable Complete Streets are supported by the Institute of Traffic Engineers, the American Planning Association, the American Public Health Association, the State of New York, and many other transportation, planning, and public health professionals;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Kirkland encourages walking, bicycling, and public transit for transportation, health, fitness, and recreation, and it recognizes the importance of creating Complete Streets, in collaboration with the Village of Clinton, that enable safe travel by all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, public transportation riders and drivers, and people of all ages and abilities. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that it is the intent of the Town of Kirkland’s Complete Streets Policy to recognize pedestrians and bicyclists as equally important as motorists in the planning and design of street reconstruction and upgrades and as part of new street development undertaken by the Town. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Kirkland will  approach every transportation improvement project and phase as an opportunity to create safer, more accessible streets for all users and recognize bicycle and pedestrian modes as integral elements of the transportation system.  These phases include, but are not limited to: planning, programming, design, right-of-way acquisition, construction, construction engineering, reconstruction, operations and maintenance.  Other changes to transportation facilities on streets and right-of-ways, including capital improvements, re-channelization projects and major maintenance, must also be included.

